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NARRATIVES FROM THE WAR 

IN CHARGE OF 

ELISABETH ROBINSON SCOVIL 

An American gentleman, chairman of the committee of the Ameri- 
can Red Cross Hospital, writing from Munich, says : 

We have a school in our hospital where we teach the crippled fellows there> 
who have lost a leg or an arm, or otherwise maimed, typewriting, stenography, 
bookkeeping, drawing, besides French and English. There will be no paupers 
in Germany after the war. The men are so well educated and learn so fast it is 
a pleasure to teach them. Less than ^^ of 1 per cent of the German army 
are unable to read and write. We have two M.D.'s, among our patients, one 
lawyer and one musical composer, all privates and volunteers. There is plenty 
to eat and enough to last until next harvest of food of all kinds. We are eating 
a bread made from potato meal and rye flour, very wholesome if not as good as 
wheat bread. There is no raising of prices of any commodities, as the govern- 
ment regulates the supply of everything, and the prices. These Germans are a 
wonderful people. 

A message from a Captain Kruger of the German Protectorate 
troops, South Africa, to an outpost at Pforte, which was intercepted, 
reads as follows: "The patrol at Gabih has been instructed thoroughly 
to infect with disease the Ida mine. Approach Swakop and Ida mine 
with extreme caution and do not water there any more." Six wells 
were poisoned with arsenical cattle dip. 

Much has been said of the asphyxiating gases used by the German 
army against the Allies. The method pursued is thus reported by Sir 
John French. 

The gases employed have been ejected from pipes laid into the trenches, and 
also produced by the explosion of shells especially manufactured for the purpose. 
The German troops who attacked under cover of these gases, were provided with 
especially designed respirators, which were issued in sealed pattern covers. The 
effect of this poison is not merely disabling or even painlessly fatal. Those of 
the victims who do not die on the field and can be brought into hospital suffer 
acutely, and in a large proportion of cases die a painful and lingering death. 

The women of England have made a quick response to the request 
of the war office for respirators to protect the troops against the fumes 
of the asphyxiating gas. Many have been made in Canada also. They 
are ovals of four thicknesses of absorbent cotton, covered on each side 
with gauze. Attached to each end is a strip of elastic sixteen inches 
in length. 
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The second Serbian unit of the Scottish women's hospitals which 
was on its way to Kragujevatz, by way of Salonica, was stopped at 
Malta, the Governor having requisitioned it for immediate service to 
nurse the British troops from the Dardanelles. 

The British doctors on the firing line are sending anti-tetanus serum 
to the field hospitals, to be used as soon as the wounded are received 
there, instead of waiting until they arrive at the base hospitals. Lock- 
jaw has by this means been virtually eliminated, it is stated. 

In an institution in France where two-thirds of the cases of typhoid 
occurring in the British army have been treated, only one man has 
died who had been previously inoculated. 

The army medical service, in spite of the strenuous practical work 
devolving upon it, has done valuable research work and tabulated 
many extremely valuable observations which will help in the advance- 
ment of medical science after the war. Newly devised methods of 
treatment are also recorded. 

Forty doctors belonging to the Canadian Army Medical Corps are 
taking service in the Royal Army Medical Corps for work at the front. 
One hundred other qualified practitioners, now serving with the Cana- 
dian contingent as non-commissioned officers and men, are to be trans- 
ferred to the Royal Army Medical Corps. 

Mr. Otta Hahn has lent his beautiful old house, St. Dunstan's, in 
Regent's Park, to the committee for blind soldiers and sailors. Here 
the men are taught trades that will enable them to earn their living. 
The grounds are about fifteen acres in extent. A famous blind poultry 
farmer teaches the men the scientific care of fowls. Market gardening 
is also pursued. Typewriting, carpentry, boot-making and massage 
are taught. 

The hospital train whose creation is due to the energy of Princess 
Christian, a daughter of Queen Victoria, is described as a hospital 
train de luxe. It is a sixth of a mile long and consists of fourteen cars 
painted a light grey. Within, everything is white. It is possible to 
lift the beds from their attachment to the wall of the car, and to use 
them as stretchers. A patient can be placed on the bed outside the 
train, carried in, and the bed slipped into place, to be as easily removed 
and carried to the hospital. Each bed is fitted with a wooden top piece 
to prevent the pillows from falling off. Each has a little table over the 
patient's knees, and a fixture for a cup and tumbler. The beds and 
bedding are especially attractive. 

The anti-aircraft guns are painted in three brilliant colors, so as to 
look like anything but what they are when viewed from above by 
hostile aircraft. 



